Agenda item 12 (h) — Appointment of Internal Auditor

Keith Robertson has been the parish council’s internal auditor since 2019. He is the
Chairman of Catsfield Parish Council and has been auditing parish councils for many
years. He is a trained accountant and has also been a Clerk. He is the trainer used
by ESALC for finance training for Clerks and Councillors.

The Joint Panel on Accountability and Governance Practitioner’s Guide 2023 states
the following regarding selecting and appointing an internal audit provider:

Independence

4.9. Independence requires the absence of any actual or perceived conflict of interest. It
means that whoever carries out the internal audit role does not have any involvement in, or
responsibility for, the financial decision making, management or control of the authority, or
for the authority’s financial controls and procedures.

4.10. A current or recent authority member, who cannot demonstrate independence from
decisions in the year to be audited, cannot be its internal auditor. Similarly, it would not be
appropriate for any individual or firm with a personal connection to a member or officer of
the authority to be appointed. Conflicts of interest must be avoided, such as in cases where
an external provider of accounting software or services to the authority, also offers internal
audit services through an associate company, firm or individual.

4.11. There is no requirement to rotate auditors but the independence of the appointed
person or firm should be reviewed every year with regard to; personal independence,
financial independence, and professional independence.

The Clerks recommendation was to re-appointment Keith Robertson.

The Finance Committee have also recommended to the council to re-appoint Keith
Robertson.



