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Members’ Update – East Sussex County Council – March 2025
Cllr Bob Bowdler - Wealden East Division - “The Heart of Wealden”
(Heathfield, Horam, Hooe, Herstmonceux, Ninfield, Warbleton & Wartling parishes)

LOCAL ISSUES:

Heathfield, Rushlake Green & Punnetts Town: Water Main Update:

The utility road works are now at the junction clear from The Bee Hive through to Punnetts Town.  Traffic contraflow now moved to east of of Punnetts Town towards Three Cups.

Fly Tipping:
There has been a spate of fly tipping  across the area, cantering on Chiddingly, Laughton, Cross in Hand, Rushlake Green and Punnetts Town.  Wealden have been quick to respond, however one area in Upper Greenwoods Lane, Punnetts Town is proving difficult due to the rotting condition of the waste material.  PLEASE REPORT ANY SUSPICIOUS VEHICLES, particularly HGVs in remote areas.
Email:  Street.scene@wealden.gov.uk or call 01323 443322 and ask for Street Scene.

Adult Social Care 

NHS trust slashes waiting list by 18.5%
An NHS trust covering parts of East Sussex said it has reduced its waiting list by 18.5%.
The University Hospitals Sussex NHS Trust said the number of "people waiting for a planned hospital appointment, treatment or service" fell from 149,000 to 121,500 in the 12 months to December 2024.
This meant the trust was seeing nearly a fifth more people in its hospitals than before the COVID pandemic. The trust said it achieved the reduction by improving how waiting lists were managed and communication with patients. It said it also worked differently with providers, helped more patients be seen in the community, increased activity and had more outpatient appointments.
More information is available here

Enjoy East Sussex by the sea smoke free
Two East Sussex beaches have been designated voluntary smoke free spaces as smokers are urged to quit the habit on No Smoking Day.
The national annual awareness day took place in March and the county council working in partnership with Rother District Council launched the first smoke free beaches in England.
From No Smoking Day on Wednesday, March 12, 2025, Bexhill beach from the De La Warr pavilion to the Coronation Bandstand on East Parade and all of Camber Sands beach were designated smoke free.
Visitors are asked to support the voluntary initiative by choosing not to smoke on these beaches, helping to protect children and young people as well as the environment from the harmful effects of smoking.
To launch the scheme, local volunteers took part in a beach clean in partnership with the Sussex Wildlife Trust last month, which saw rubbish including fishing poles, plastic fishing line, glass bottles and plastic bottle tops collected from Bexhill beach.
This year’s National No Smoking Day campaign is encouraging smokers to use the day to make a quit attempt, with the message ‘Take back your life this No Smoking Day’.
More information is available here.


Children’s Services

Special school expansion signed off by council
Plans to move Grove Park School's primary and secondary teaching to the same site were approved this month by East Sussex. The proposal involves new facilities at the school's Church Road site so it can teach primary and secondary students at a single location. The school is also expected to open a new nursery provision for children aged two and three at the site. It will continue to provide for learners with learning difficulties, autism, and sensory needs.
Grove Park School's secondary and sixth form classes currently take place at nearby Beacon Academy. The current arrangement would continue for sixth formers following implementation of the reorganisation.
The council has a £17m budget for the project and expects the changes to be implemented fully from September 2027.
More information is available here.

Governance Services 

Single council plan to be further explored as one option for East Sussex
The cabinet of East Sussex County Council (ESCC) passed an interim plan, created with partners from borough and district councils which suggests that a new local authority on the current boundaries of East Sussex as an option for reorganising local government.
The plan suggests a single body could meet the government’s ambitions for streamlined local government and satisfy its criteria that new unitary councils should be created with a population of 500,000 or more. The initial plan drawn up by the six local authorities in East Sussex suggests a single unitary authority as a leading option.
The plan makes clear that council leaders remain open to presenting alternatives if the government changes its criteria, and if evidence and strong public support suggest other options.
Any newly created unitary authority would replace ESCC and the five boroughs or districts of Eastbourne, Hastings, Lewes, Rother and Wealden in 2028.
The six councils have agreed that any new structure for local government in East Sussex must:
· Improve outcomes for residents and communities
· Make best use of resources now and for the future
· Be member led and developed in collaboration with a range of stakeholders, including public sector partners, business and the voluntary sector
· Support staff in all councils as they are crucial to delivery during transition and beyond
· Enhance local democracy, local identity, transparency, accessibility, local decision making and accountability
· Support and drive decision making and public service reform at both Sussex and local level
· Provide a stronger and unified voice to help attract investment and tackle priorities
Partners have agreed that the work needed to develop a new local government structure in East Sussex should be funded by the government as it cannot be met by existing council resources.
Final, detailed proposals for unitary government in East Sussex will be submitted to government in September.
More information is available here.


For your info:  Meetings I attended in March as your County Councillor:

ESCC 3 x Weekly DCS/ADCS Briefings
Pevensey Parish Council
Wartling Parish Council
Surrey CC Armed Forces Conference – DNA
Hooe Parish Council
Horam Parish Council
ESCC Full Council
ESCC Cabinet
ESCC Governance Committee
Herstmonceux Parish Council SLR
Heathfield Youth Hub Project
South East Lead Member Network (Children’s Services)
Horam Parish Council Annual Assembly
ESCC Cabinet Briefing
NHS/Military Veterans Conference, Brighton
Herstmonceux Parish Council Annual Assembly
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